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cc Two thousand three hundred and nine."
" Two thousand three hundred and nine. You
cannot please two thousand three hundred and
nine people. But you mustn't think only of the
quantity, you must think of the quality too. You
have among your electors a fair number of anti-
clerical Republicans, small shopkeepers and clerks.
They are not the most intelligent."

Lacrisse, who had become an earnest person,
replied slowly and thoughtfully:

"I will explain. They are Republicans, but,
above all, they are patriots. They voted for a
patriot whose ideas did not coincide with theirs,
who did not think as they did on matters which
they thought of secondary importance. Their
conduct is perfectly honourable and I suppose you
do not hesitate to approve of it."

" Certainly I approve of it, but> between our-
selves, we may confess that they are not particularly
bright."

" Not very bright! " replied Lacrisse bitterly,
" Not very bright 1 I will not say that they are as

bright as------"    He searched his brain for the

name of a brilliant man, but either he could not
find one among his friends or his ungrateful
memory refused the name he sought, or perhaps a
natural malevolence caused him to reject each name
that came into his mind. He did not finish his